
Peter Goetz obtained his Ph.D. in Algebra from the University of Oregon in 2003. After holding 
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An elliptic curve can be defined as a smooth, cubic curve. Even 
with such a simple definition, elliptic curves still hold many 
mysteries. They played a key role in Andrew Wiles' celebrated 
proof of Fermat's Last Theorem, and they also find applications 
in cryptography. In this talk, I will introduce elliptic curves, and 
discuss how geometry helps to understand their algebraic 
structure. A little exposure to calculus and algebra will be 
helpful to understand this talk, but I will explain all terms. All 
math enthusiasts are welcome to attend.
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