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Applied statistics typically involves working with other people’s data and often with other 
people’s models, which can lead to trouble if not done carefully.  This talk examines an ex-
ample: a study of the effects of flow in the Mekong River on an important fishery in Cambo-
dia, prominently published in Science.  Problems with the data, the model, and the analysis 
demonstrate the importance of thoroughly understanding the data, the model, and the 
scientific context of the work.  The example also illuminates the unfortunate incentive struc-
ture of academic science. 
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